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Executive Summary
Based on the accessibility study on the German Wikipedia (see Deliverable D2.1a), the goal of the
current project phase was to promote the results into the (developer and publisher) Wikimedia
community, and to spread impact of accessibility improvements.
Accessibility requirements have been taken into consideration by Wikimedia Deutschland, which fixed
some major and minor accessibility issues.
In order to establish an ongoing improvement process, an Accessibility Tracking Platform has been
developed and brought to life within the Wikipedia resp. Mediawiki ecosystem. The implementation
process of known and future issues is presented through an interactive table containing issues with
traffic-light-like symbols visualizing the state of implementation.
Besides the tracking system, an accessibility checklist for authors and publishers has been developed
and integrated, as well as an assistance tool (CAC – Content Accessibility Checker) which analyzes
accessibility issues on MediaWiki based websites. The CAC tool will be made available on the
Accessibility Tracking Platform during the current project phase. It has still to be discussed if it will be
published as open source software as a Github project.

1
1.1

Introduction
Overview of the Deliverable

Take-over of accessibility requirements by the Wikimedia Foundation; specification of modalities for
further collaboration between TAO partners and the Wikimedia Foundation for test & evaluation
purposes.
Accessibility requirements (see deliverable D2.1a) have been taken over shortly after its publication in
2012 by Wikimedia Deutschland (German chapter). Subsequently, they fixed some major and minor
accessibility issues.
Since we expect identified accessibility issues to be solved, but also new issues to emerge, in an
ongoing process, we decided to bring to life a central platform within the Wikipedia/MediaWiki
ecosystem to track known and new, yet unknown, accessibility issues: The Accessibility Tracking
Group on mediawiki.org (ATG 2013). Based on the TAO results, this group page provides all
necessary information for accessibility tracking and provides various assistance tools on how to
create accessible web content.

1.2

Connections to other Deliverables

There are connections to the deliverables of Community Activities (SP 1) and Action Research (SP 4),
where new methods for mobilization, inclusion and motivation are developed, and appropriate
qualified approaches for mobilization are identified. The goal is to increase the number of active users
in participating in senior communities.
Within SP 1, the terz Stiftung offers a service for assessment of web pages with respect to agerelated issues. This is a complementary scenario-based approach in contrast to the WCAG criteriabased approach used in this subproject. In general, scenario-based approaches are used to optimize
usability issues, while the WCAG criteria-approach is useful for optimizing accessibility issues.

1.3

Value Added by the Project TAO

To our knowledge, this new platform is the only one to coordinate Wikipedia/MediaWiki accessibility
issues in a systematic and centralized way. The checklist and CAC are brand new and especially
designed for Wikipedia/Media authors.
The CAC tool will be published on the Accessibility Tracking Platform. -Currently it is discussed if and
how it can be published to the open source community, e.g. as a Github project, therefore fostering its
further development and optimization.
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Main Section

2.1.1 History and background
In the previous deliverable D2.1a, the German Language Accessibility Test Report (RRBK 2012)
has been developed (see Fig. 1). Here we describe how the findings have been shared with and
communicated to the appropriate audience at Wikimedia Deutschland (German chapter) and the
Wikipedia and MediaWiki community respectively.

Figure 1: Excerpt from the Accessibility Test Report

At the beginning of the current project phase (mainly in 2012), we directly contacted prominent
exponents at Wikimedia Deutschland as there are Pavel Richter, Kai Nissen and Daniel Kinzler.
Kai Nissen and Daniel Kinzler at Wikimedia Deutschland already then implemented some major
and minor accessibility issues that could be fixed by the single language chapters.

In general, three sources of accessibility issues at Wikipedia have to be distinguished:
1. Accessibility issues localized at the core of the MediaWiki platform (the underlying CMS
software of Wikipedia) can be solved by programmers with access to the actual source
code of the MediaWiki instance used for Wikipedia. These contacts directly work for the
Wikipedia Foundation located in the United States of America.
2. Community based accessibility issues. In order to enhance accessibility of Wikipedia not
only the underlying software must ensure accessible interaction and perception but also
every single article must be written in an accessible way. In order to achieve this, the whole
Wikipedia community must be sensitized, informed and taught in how accessible content is
written.
3. A third category of accessibility issues in-between the two mentioned ones can be tackled
and solved by the various chapters themselves. Great thanks to the valuable collaboration
with Kai Nissen and Daniel Kinzler who already tackled large parts of the objected issues in
our test report.
In order to address all three sources of accessibility issues with the limited available means, we
decided to found and implement one central platform on accessibility issues on Wikipedia and in
MediaWiki. Willingly we would have liked to visit the Wikimania Conference 2013 in Hong Kong to
promote our commitment to a wider audience in a workshop. Unfortunately, we didn’t succeed in
applying funding proposals for this.
Nevertheless we succeeded in setting up an appropriate Accessibility Tracking Group (ATG 2013)
on the mediawiki.org website with a worldwide audience.
Besides this, we submitted applications on specific topics of the CAC tool (see below) to the
Wikimania conference and the AALforum in August and September 2013, where the platform could
be promoted as a side effect.

2.1.2 Wikipedia Accessibility Platform
This Accessibility Tracking Group on the mediawiki.org Groups page (ATG 2013) provides all
necessary information for further tracking and resolving known and yet unknown accessibility issues
on Wikipedia and in the MediaWiki software.

2.1.2.1 The Tracking System
The core element of the new platform is an interactive table summarizing the above mentioned test
report. Every single objection of it is represented with its WCAG 2.0 test criterion number, a trafficlight-like symbol indicating whether problems could be resolved or by whom they best get tackled, a
short description of the problem and a column for additional information. The original test report is
directly linked.

Figure 2: Table with accessibility issues from the Accessibility Tracking Platform
The group page will be open for editing to everybody. Issues can independently be resolved and
traffic lights can be changed accordingly. We expect new accessibility issues to be added and we
hope that also issues from other than the German chapter will be entered.

2.1.2.2 Accessibility Assistance Tools for Wikipedia/MediaWiki Authors
Additionally to the Accessibility Issues Tracking System at the core, the Group page provides some
assistance tools helping Wikipedia/MediaWiki authors to create accessible contents. As for now there
is
• an Accessibility Checklist for Wikipedia/Media authors and publishers (see Figure 3), and
• the Content Accessibility Checker (CAC) for MediaWiki authors (see Figure 4), which is under
review until end of June 2013

Figure 3: Accessibility Checklist for Wikipedia/Media authors and publishers

Figure 4: Content Accessibility Checker (CAC) for MediaWiki authors

Although CAC is optimized for various accessibility issues regarding website content already, we will
upload it to the Accessibility Tracking Platform (see below) after finalizing a version specifically
adapted to the MediaWiki editor/syntax and localized for English and German language.

2.1.2.3 Coordinating Commitment for Accessibility
Last but not least, the platform is designed to gather people all over the world interested in an
Accessible Wikipedia and an Accessible MediaWiki system.
The Accessibility Tracking Group page is planned to become the main information platform for
Wikipedians when dealing with accessibility issues. The Group page is great place to concentrate and
coordinate actions regarding the enhancement of accessibility in Wikipedia/MediaWiki worldwide.

2.1.2.4 Organisation and Support
The group page is open to everybody. As any group page, the Accessibility Tracking Group page is
expected to run as a self-administered organism after some time of active promotion and
circularization. «Access for all» will accompany the page in the first few months but remain an
important member above the end of the TAO project life time.
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Summary and Conclusion

We are satisfied to be able to present this new platform and hope that MediaWiki and the Wikipedia
authors make excessive use of it. For a better world with a Free Encyclopedia called Wikipedia really
open to everybody.
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Appendix

None – follow the links in the text.
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